September 2022 Records Report

1. A pleasant September. Temperatures averaged
62.5°F, 1.1° below normal. The average high was even
cooler than normal, at 70.7°, 2.9° below normal. The
month was divided into a first week with below aver-
age temperatures followed by a middle with con-
sistent above average temperatures then the last
nine days returning to below average temperatures.
Temperatures topped out at 85° on the 3rd. Seven
days were in the 80s overall. Six nights dipped into
the 40s and temperatures dropped to 37° on the
night of the 30th. Precipitation totaled 2.81”, 0.37”
below normal, but much more than recent months.
September marked the 6th month in a row with be-
low average precipitation, but much of the region
saw their moderate drought status change to an
“abnormally dry.” Lake Ontario started to cool as usu-
al, with the temperatures on the south shore drop-
ping to 66° from 75°.

2. Birders were out in full force this month to observe
fall passerine migration at its peak. The weather was
about as good as it could get besides spells of rain
from stalled fronts here and there. Consistent cover-
age came from the southern shore of Lake Ontario as
usual, and the Montezuma Muckrace on the 9th and
10th gave a nice boost to the coverage of the NMW-
MA. As the trend in recent years, the shorebird show
continued at Braddock Bay, with exceptional cover-
age for the East Spit hotspot. An aside, but fasci-
nating: the East Spit has been so popular that over
650 checklists have been submitted to eBird (using
the hotspot alone not including personal locations)
between the start of August and the end of Septem-
ber, representing 14% of all checklists submitted from
this hotspot ever — remarkable. The eBird download
totaled just over 40,100 lines, up 11.7% from 2021.

3. No notable misses stand out among the waterfowl.
Numbers of Canada Geese continued to build, and
reports of Snow Geese and Cackling Goose appeared.
Duck counts were decent from the area around Brad-
dock Bay, but no outstanding numbers came in.

4. Common Nighthawk had a high count of one,
somewhat unusual, although several observers re-
ported them in the beginning of the month. Michelle
Gianvecchio found an Eared Grebe on Braddock Bay
on the 30th. Several observers at the East Spit that
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morning added this difficult Monroe County bird to
their lists as well as some later in the day who were
able to pick the bird up from various lookouts around
the bay. The NMWMA along Van Dyne Spoor Road, as
expected, had the highest numbers of Pied-billed
Grebe, American Coot, and Common Gallinule.
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5. The shorebird spectacle continued all over the re-
gion, with Braddock Bay’s East Spit hosting the largest
concentrations. Shorebird species also piled up at
Lasalle’s Landing Park on the south end of Ironde-
guoit Bay, at Sodus Point, and a wet area off Pratt
Road in the town of Sodus. Alan Bloom found a Buff-
breasted Sandpiper at the East Spit on the 9th which
stayed all day. Steve Taylor reported a Western Sand-
piper at Braddock Bay on 27th, and birders observed
the bird into the evening of that day. The East Spit
also hosted a Wilson’s Phalarope and a Red-necked
Phalarope towards the beginning of the month. Two
disconnected-in-date Hudsonian Godwits appeared at
the East Spit this month. Mike Gullo found an Upland
Sandpiper at Pratt Road which stayed for a few days.
Mike also found a Red-necked Phalarope at Pratt
Road. Tim Lenz reported a Buff-breasted Sandpiper at
Sodus Point that few others were able to observe as
well. Among the gulls, Andy Guthrie observed two
Sabine’s Gulls, the first on the 14th and the second on
the 23rd. Brad Carlson found a Laughing Gull at Sodus
Point on the 2nd.

6. The raptor of the month was a beautifully photo-
graphed Swainson’s Hawk found by Ben Nieman and
Rob Sielaff of Buffalo at the East Spit on the 19th. Ben
and Rob were heading home from a successful Adi-
rondack trip and decided to make their last stop be-
fore heading back to Buffalo at Braddock Bay for the
shorebirds. Quite an end to their trip! The first Rough-
legged Hawk report of the wintering season came in
from the Conesus Inlet later in the month.

7. Small migratory passerines moved through in full
force. There were no notable misses. Connecticut
Warbler was the most consistent scarce migrant, with
10 individuals reported from the region, five of which
were banded. Andy Guthrie reported an unseasona-
bly early Evening Grosbeak (at least as patterns go in
recent years) from Hamlin Beach State Park on the
3rd, being the only passerine rarity of note for the
month. Observers began covering the Genesee Land
Trust’s newly established Salmon Creek Nature Pre-



serve for uncommon sparrows. Greg Lawrence report-
ed a late-season Grasshopper Sparrow from there.
The preserve consists of grasslands, a marshy pond, a
corn field being transitioned into more grassland, and
wooded habitat bordering Salmon Creek. This new
site looks promising as more sparrow habitat for un-
common migrants. The BBBO reported unusually high
numbers of some bands. Species with notably high
banding numbers were: Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (27),
Red-eyed Vireo (83), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (137),
Gray Catbird (113), Gray-cheeked Thrush (54), Swain-
son’s Thrush (195), White-throated Sparrow (482),
Northern Waterthrush (16), Nashville Warbler (20),
Connecticut Warbler (5), Magnolia Warbler (137), Bay
-breasted Warbler (52), Blackpoll Warbler (341), Black
-throated Blue Warbler (28), and Wilson’s Warbler
(13).

8. Please submit reports to eBird, post them on gene-
seebirds, and/or send by the 5th of the month to Nick
Kachala, nicholaskach@gmail.com; 1141 Rush-
Scottsville Rd., Rush, NY 14543,

Observers: Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Osvaldo Araya, Ted
Barnett, Mitchell Barry, BBBO (Andrea Patterson),
Doug Beattie, Betty Beckham, Don Bemont, Linda
Clark Benedict & Steve Benedict, David Benvent, Mike
Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, Linda Birkel,
Allan Bloom, John Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Lynn Bra-
band, Joe Brin, Kyle Brock, David Brown, Mark Brown,
Logan Brunner, Bob Burkardtt, Sara Burch, Ken Bur-
dick, Bruce Cady, Brad Carlson, Nancy Casper, Denis &
Judy Caysinger, Chris Chappell, Robert Cicotta, Richard
Clark, Kelly Close, Jeremy Collison, Andrew Consler,
Kathleen Dalton, Willie D’Anna, Doug Daniels, Peggy
Dempsey, Gordon Dutter, Diane Egan, Joe Fell, Debra
Florio, George Ford, Jim Fry, Kyle Gage, Andrew Gar-
land, Janis George, Jessica George, Michelle Gianvec-
chio, Candy Giles, Christopher Goetz, James Goetz,
Kimber Godfrey, John Gordinier, Sheryl Gracewski,
Kate Graham, Jane Graves, Jay Greenberg, Kevin
Griffith, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo,
Carmen Gumina, Andrew Guthrie, Bill Haake, Helen &
Chris Haller, Kim Hartquist, Christina Hoh, Dick Hors-
ey, Bill Howe, Linda Howes, IBA Monitoring, Pam
Inzinna, Carolyn Jacobs, Alyssa Johnson, Nick Kachala,
Amy Kahn, Laura & Paul Kammermeier, Jacob
Kearney, Jim Kimball, Cindy Kindle, Evelyn Kirkwood,
Kathy Kirsch, Renee Kittleman, Michael Laird, Chris
Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence,
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Gayle Lazoration, Tim Lenz, Joan & Vern Lindberg,
Peggy Mabb, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Cindy Marino,
Pat Martin, Donna Mason-Spier, Lauri Mattle, Kenneth
McCarthy, Jacob McCartney, Jay McGowan, Mary
McGreal, Ann McMican, Scott & Sophie Meagher, Ste-
ve Melcher, Jim Miles, Mark Miller, Kent Millham, Phil
Mills, Randi Minetor, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann Mitchell,
Mary Moore, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse,
Linda Mott, Leah Mould, Sheila Mumpton, Kevin Mur-
phy, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Rivka Noll, Da-
vid Odell, Michael Palermo, Gary Palmer, Andrea
Patterson, Michael Peter, Steven Pitt, Norma Platt,
Sandy Podulka, Jo Popma, Bill Purcell, Doug & Eliza-
beth Rabjohns, Carolyn Ragan, Stacy Robinson, RBA
Field Trips, Neal Reilly, Rosemary Reilly, Susan Rob-
erts, Brian Rohrs, Victoria Rothman, Wade & Melissa
Rowley, Robert Ryan, Thomas Ryan, Kevin Rybczynski,
Jackie Salsbury, Michael Scheibel, Karl Schmidt, Mick-
ey Scilingo, Shirley Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Rob

2022 2021 10-year

Average

Species for Sept 225 219 219.4

New for the year 5 9 5.3

Total for the year to 291 289 2
date

Sielaff, Judy Slein, Dee Smith, Roger Smith, Tom & Pat
Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Kim Sucy,
June Summers, Holley Sweeney, Stephen Taylor, Mike
& Joann Tetlow, Eunice Thein, Nathan Ukens, Alison
Van Keuren, Jeanne & Tom Verhulst, Matthew Voelk-
er, Jules Wagner, Mike Wasilco, Bridget Watts, Joe
Wing, Jim Wood, Ryan Zucker. (There were 369 ob-
servers in the eBird download.)

Black-bellied Plover - Braddock Bay East
Spit - © Alan Bloom - October 3, 2022






