Records Report

1. A typical seesaw, transition month. It was mild with
little snow and no major snow events. There was only
one serious wind event, which brought down a few
tress and limbs on the 6. Near month’s end there
was a period of bitter cold for about 10 days. A maxi-
mum of only 22° on the 28" was only the 7" time
that a high temperature that low has been recorded
on or after 28 March. Temperatures averaged 37.4°F,
2.2° above normal, while precipitation totaled 1.55",
0.94" below normal. Snowfall at 12.3” was 5.6” below
normal.

2. At times, arrivals seemed slow, but the species to-
tal added one more to the record high species count
for the month at 150. The year-to-date total was
down just a bit, but well above average. Only four
species arrived at dates earlier than our 1985 Monroe
County Checklist earliest, with Laughing Gull, Great
Egret, and Yellow-rumped Warbler at new record ear-
ly dates and Dunlin with only three other intervening
years earlier. In addition there were several rarities
with no date distributions for comparison: A regional
first and state 2" Tundra Bean-Goose, found first by
Tim Lenz at the top of Seneca Lake on the 10" then
the next day there and plus four more days in the
mucklands in Wayne County just north of Rt. 31, with
Greater White-fronted Goose, Ross’s Goose, and Eur-
asian Wigeon also in the mucklands. A 2" regional
Cinnamon Teal was found by John & Karla Gordinier
in the flooded flats near Groveland in Livingston
County and seen by many from the 21 to month’s
end. And a 1* regional, well-documented Smith’s
Longspur was found by Jim Kimball in the fields SE of
Geneseo on the 13" and by many others through the
15™. Several other regional rarities included: Cackling
Goose, King and Common Eiders, Black Vulture, and
Hoary Redpoll. Then add six identified waterfowl! hy-
brids. Again this year, most of the typical March arri-
vals were reported. Many of the lingering half hardies
were still reported, but numbers were way down for
most. The various irruptive species and winter finches
were scarce. The eBird data download for the region
was ~ 50,175 lines of reports, down about 6% from
last March (basically in the noise). Once more we
have David Brown back as the official hawk counter at
Braddock Bay; applause please!
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3. Among the waterfowl, the trend continued that all
expected species were reported, with many bonus
species added. Peak counts remained low for most
species, but large numbers were reported for Snow
Goose, Canada Goose, Tundra Swan, and decent
numbers for a few other species. The Snow Goose
counts could prompt some discussion among inter-
ested birders around the issues with arriving at such
numbers. The trend to earlier passage on from the
region also continued and was very apparent by
month’s end. Snow melt was basically done and wa-
ter levels for Lake Ontario were a foot or more high
and also high for many other bodies of water, and
many puddles scattered about in fields. Grebes were
generally poor, with only two double-digit Red-
necked Grebe counts. Sandhill Cranes numbers pass-
ing the Hawkwatch and elsewhere were very good.
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4. Shorebirds remained scarce through the month,
with only token numbers of the few early arrivers
noted: Killdeer, a very early Dunlin, Pectoral Sandpi-
per, American Woodcock, Wilson’s Snipe, and both
yellowlegs. The first spring Bonaparte’s Gulls were
seen on 17 March, but numbers remained low
through the month. Again, overall, gull numbers were
relatively low. The three usual winter gulls, Iceland,
Lesser Black-backed, and Glaucous, were reported
through the month in low numbers. A Laughing Gull
on Conesus Lake was a surprise and appeared to pos-
sibly be injured.

5. The typical spring loon movement was very slow
through month’s end. Double-Crested Cormorant
numbers increased, after essentially disappearing
with the February cold, but remained low. Great Blue
Herons were on nests in several areas, and Great
Egret arrived at a record early date. The hawk count
was off to a modest start, but bumped up to 14,113
for the month by a record high Turkey Vulture count
of 10,083 on the 31°' to a total 13,062 for the month.
As usual, no Northern Goshawk and only a lone,
hawkwatch Golden Eagle, with three others else-
where. Numbers were good for Rough-legged Hawk.
A table with all the details and daily notes can be
found on the Hawkcount website.

6. There were many reports, but only about five
Snowy Owls were noted from about five locations,
fortunately including the Braddock Bay area. The DEC
Short-eared Owl surveys out of the Avon office con-



tinued, but with fairly low numbers of owls through
this season. Jim Adams reported numbers from the
usual Owl Woods counts, with a very good 76 N. Saw-
whet Owls and nine more Long-eared Owls for this
month; a very good season to date. Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers were back to more normal numbers for
the time of year after a couple of very high years.
Once more, no Red-headed Woodpeckers were re-
ported. The three regular falcons were all reported in
good numbers at the hawkwatch and elsewhere.

7. There were basically few surprises among the pas-
serines. New arrivals were about as expected for
dates, but light on numbers, likely due to the deep
cold snap at month’s end. There were no really out-
standing peak counts. Many of our lingering, overwin-
tering, half-hardies were very scarce. A lone Hoary
Redpoll was the only rarity until the mega-rarity
event of the Smith’s Longspur. The table of Notewor-
thy Records to be posted on the RBA website will pro-
vide more details and illustrations.

2022 2021 10-year

Average

Species for Mar. 150 149 142.3
New for the year 19 19 17.7
Total for the year to 159 163 152.6

date

8. Please send your reports by the 5th of the month
to Greg Lawrence.

Observers:

Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Osvaldo Araya, Diane
Baillargeon, Daniel & Eileen Baldassarre, Ted Barnett,
Jessie Barry, Jim Barry, Mitchell Barry, Sue Barth,
Doug Beattie, Steven Benedict, Linda Clark Benedict,
David Benvent, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez,
Shawn Billerman, Johnathan Blades, Alan Bloom, John
Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Lynn Braband, Joe Brin, Kyle
Brock, David Brown (official BB hawk counter), Mark
Brown, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Bruce Cady, Brian
Cannon, Brad Carlson, Bernie Carr, Denis & Judy
Caysinger, Gary Chapin, Larry Chen, Robert Cicotta,
Roger Clark, Kelly Close, Jeremy Collison, John Confer,
Andrew Consler, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Wil-
lie D’Anna, Gregg Dashnau, Pete Debes, Michael
DeWispelaere, Gordon Dutter, Diane Eagan, Joseph
Fell, Mark Fitzsimmons, George Ford, Jim Fry, Andrew
Gaerte, Kyle Gage, Andy Garland, Janis George,
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Michelle Gianvecchio, Candy Giles, Bill Gillette, Kim
Goeppert, Menachem Goldstein, John & Karla Gor-
dinier, Sheryl Gracewski, Kate Graham, Kevin Griffith,
Lucretia Grosshans, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, Mi-
chael Gullo, Carmen Gumina, Andrew Guthrie, Chris
Guthrie, Bill Haake, Ryan Hall, Helen & Chris Haller,
Kim Hartquist, Elle Heiser, Christina Hoh, Debi Holt,
Dick Horsey, Bill Howe, Lynn Howes, Alec Humann,
Pam Inzinna, John Jaenike, Alyssa Johnson, Nick
Kachala, Amy Kahn, Laura & Paul Kammermeier, Jim
Kimball, Cindy Kindle, Kathy Kirsch, Renee Kittleman,
Mike Laird, Chris Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, Greg Law-
rence, Tim Lenz, Joan & Vern Lindberg, Pat Lindsay,
Peggy Mabb, Peggy Macres, Liz Magnanti, Pat Martin,
Judy Massare, Lauri Mattle, Kenneth McCarthy, Jacob
McCartney, Daniel McDermott, Kevin McGann, Jay
McGowan, Ann McMican, Scott Meagher, Jim Miles,
Kent Millham, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann Mitchell, Shai
Mitra, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, Leah
Mould, Sheila Mumpton, Susie Nettleton, Raphael
Nussbaumer, David Nutter, David Odell, Joe
Ovsiovitch, Gary Palmer, Andrea Patterson, Shelley
Patterson, Aidan Perkins, Norma Platt, Jay Powell, Bill
Purcell, Doug & Elizabeth Rabjohns, RBA Field Trips,
Neal Reilly, Rosemary Reilly, Gerry Rising, Atalanta
Ritter, Susan Roberts, David Robertson, Brian Rohrs,
Wade & Melissa Rowley, Robert Ryan, Kevin Rybczyn-
ski, Jennifer Rycenga, Jackie Salsbury, Federico
Sanchez, Michael Scheibel, Karl Schmidt, Shirley
Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Tony Shrimpton, Judy Slein,
Roger Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Don-
na Mason-Spier, Chris Stanger, Wendy Stevenson,
Alan Strong, Steve Taylor, Mike Tetlow, Eunice Thein,
Brian Tuttle, Geoff Twardokus, Nathan Ukens, John &
Bonnie VanDerMeid, Jeanne & Tom Verhulst, Matt
Voelker, Jules Wagner, Brad Walker, Mike Wasilco,
Bridget Watts, David Wheeler, Joe Wing, Glenn Wol-
ford, Paul Wolter, Chris Wood, Jim Wood, Matthew
Young, Ryan Zucker. [There were 478 eBird contribu-
tors. Not all could be listed here.]



